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On May 1, the Christian Democrat and ARENA parties installed two separate legislative assemblies.
As a result of differences regarding the vote totals in the March 20 elections, the two parties
each installed what it claimed to be the "legitimate" legislature. The Christian Democrats and
the National Conciliation Party, which sided with it, say ARENA won 30 of the 60 seats, with the
Christian Democrats holding 23 and the National Counciliation Party 7. ARENA claims it won 31
seats, an absolute majority, and the Christian Democrats only 22. ARENA appealed the final count
to the Supreme Court, which ordered the deputy in dispute not to be seated for either party until the
court could issue a final ruling, leaving only 59 deputies to be sworn in. The one vote is important
because with a majority ARENA would be able name the next Supreme Court, attorney general
and others without negotiating with other parties, as well as be able to implement its legislative
program more freely. On May 1, the Christian Democrats and National Conciliation Party were not
present while ARENA took its seats, declared that its 30 representatives were a majority of the 59
undisputed seats and therefore a quorum, then proceeded to certify the credentials of those present
and elect a directorate. About 30 minutes later, the Christian Democrats and National Conciliation
Party arrived, went into a separate room, and installed their leaders and certified the credentials of
the 30 deputies present, including one for the seat ARENA disputes.
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